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pressed and a monopoly of political direction
reserved to a very small clique.   There were
as many speculations about the intentions in
camera, as many rumours leaking out of the
antechambers, as there were signs of the
leaders5 indecision and their internal dis-
sensions;   the lack of inner firmness con-
trasted sharply with the outward show of
strength.   Decrees were produced at alarm-
ing speed, to be amended next morning
and cancelled the following day.   The ad-
ministration was in  a  state  of complete
collapse which turned into permanent agony.
The likeness also extends in some degree
to their attitude towards the overbearing
power of the Nazis.   Fundamentally, neither
the Austrian nor the French authoritarian
regime could regard them as anything but
enemies.    Yet in their dealings with the
Germans they constantly vacillated between
timid opposition, feeble imitation and deadly
concessions.    To a full-fledged totalitarian
sadism they opposed a half-hearted authori-
tarian Jesuitism;   to the brutal torture oi
body and soul a refined system of terror;
to  the ruthless  subjugation of Labour  a
tentative   and   ill-conceived   " corporative
system", which never worked in Austria
and   probably   will   never   materialise   ii